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22 April 2020 
 
Dear Convener  
 
 
THE EDUCATION (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) (CORONAVIRUS) (SCOTLAND)  
REGULATIONS 2020  

  

I am writing in relation to the Education (Miscellaneous Amendments) (Coronavirus) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020, which have been laid before the Scottish Parliament today, 22 April 2020, 
and will come into force on 23 April 2020.  The Regulations amend the process and deadlines 
that apply to placing requests and exclusion appeals under the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 
and the Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act 2004.   
 
My officials have written to the Presiding Officer today to explain that, given the importance of 
providing parents and education authorities with certainty about the current placing request 
process as soon as possible, I was not able on this occasion to comply with the requirement 
in section 28(2) of the Interpretation and Legislative Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 that a 
negative SSI must be laid before the Scottish Parliament at least 28 days before the instrument 
comes into force. That letter (attached) provides more detail as to the purpose and intent of 
the instrument.   
 
However, in drawing your attention to the instrument, I also wished to place on the record my 
undertaking that, although these measures are not expressly time limited, they are intended 
to be temporary. I intend to bring forward another instrument to revoke this instrument once 
the current outbreak is over and by 28 February 2021, in time for placing requests to proceed 
on their normal timescales in 2021. 
 
Of course, if there was to be a further Coronavirus wave either prior to or subsequent to 
revocation of these changes, and social distancing measures were reintroduced, we would 
have to consider retaining the changed timescales or introducing similar measures again, 
depending on the circumstances. 
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I hope this is helpful, and would be happy to provide any further information to the Committee.  

JOHN SWINNEY
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